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With no natural outlet, Lake Pulaski continues to rise, flooding many of the homes i the area. On Angust 1 whea the
photo was taken, the luke level was at about 966.5 feer. Now on November 25, almost three months later, the water

level has rises six more inches,

Flwato by £ de Nickday

High Water Forces Pulaski Homeowners to

Evacuate

Over fifty homeowners lunve been forced to
cvacute their homes by rising lake tevels
on Lake Pulaski, and with the water sl
rising. over 30 ather homes are heing
threatened,

Lake Pulaski, located in Buaffddo Ciry,
Mino., has no oatucl outlet for drainage,
Therefore, the rising lake levels continue
1o Aood many of the homaes in the area.

In ctforts to stabalize the warer level on
Lake Puluski, the Comps completed s plun
for the constroction of a pumped pipeline
antlet, The water from Lake Pulaski would
be drained into Buffalo Lake which drains

inte Deer Lake to Mill Creek and finally into
the Crow River.

However, according to state mules, o lake
cannot be artficially lowered more than 18
inches below the Ordinany High Water Leved
{OHWL).

In February of 1982, the lake fevel had
redched 96103 fect, During June of the
samre year, the DNR established the GHWL
#t Q684 feet.

By March of 1983, the level of the fuke
had risen more than two feet. Many of the
homes were being flonded and many more
were being threatened by the rapid rise of

the lake.

In Ocrober 1983, the city council of
bufflo requested that the Corps conduct
a4 studdy to control the lake level,

However before an artificial vatler could
fe conmstructed, the lake level would have
ta vise four more feet.

Then in 1985 after a public hearing o
lower the OHWL, the DNR reestablished i
4t Y675 feet,

The water fevel as of Ocober 1% was
reported o be at 96715 feet. With the vising
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District Shares Expertise on Nonstructural Projects

In 1977 5 SObvear Bood doft residents
devastated in the Tug Fork Valkey of Wes
Virginie {ver 700 homes serr Bonded in
the Community of Wiklianmson glone. causing
ahout 379 million i damages. In May 1984,
thve community was agiin fooded, causing
$4% ition more in damages.

To oassist the restdents of the valley,
Congress authorized neacly $250 million w
the Hantingion District to begin doveloping
amad mpgplementimg 2 plan w provide flood
protection in the entire valley,

Peginning with Willlonson, the Hunting
o Brsericn divided the commrity into foar
distinet geographioal areas,

{51 the Fiest two areas, East Wilianson s
Fairview, the diserict has begun developing
plans oy a nnstructorat project.

However, while developing plans for the
arcas, the Honpmgiosn District
reyuested that the St Paal Districy advise
thess on the poastroctory festures of the
PHEHECE.

s, Pact was the Best disrricn to successtully
complete @ maior sonstroctural project at
Prairic du Chien, Wis,

Jody Booney, Tom Raster, Snzanne Gaoes
wd Gaary Dhitch visited e Huntipgton
Prstrict and discwssed the virious aspeots
andd problesw encountered duning the
Prairic chu Chicn project.
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“However, after arriving at Huntington,
wo soon discovered that their project was
very different and quite larger than the one
i Prodeic du Chien” Tom Raster, project
PR T, said

According o Gary Ditch, chief of Real
Extite, the town of WilHamson I8 located
in the flood-plain of the Tug Fork Hiver.
There is wery Hude flat bind wadlable on
which 1o relocate residents because of the
Appalachian Mountains.

In the preliminaey nonsirpctural plans,
the cesidents of East Williamson and
Fairvicw can cither volunteer to he reliy
oted, to floodproof their homes or 1o
semain in the Hood-plain,

“Heowever, thoere 35 2 lot of centive for
prople o redovate.” Jixly Boongy, coono-
mist, saikd. “Homes will be bought and
rusidents relocated, all ar Poderal govern-
ment cose”

Yo example. i 2 funily of six is now bving
i # two bedroom house, the government
must find a decent, safe and sanitary
replacement home as requiresd by the Public
Law 91-646. This means the family would
probsably be given a four or five bedroom
home, depending on the circumstances,
Gary explained.

The Huntington District i phinning (o
demonstrate how fleod-proofing will work

in the two suburbs. “Eight residents have
already volunteered,” Suzanne Gaines,
sociologist said. “Ws really fascioating,
Huntington will be raising the homes up
to 12 fret off the ground ™

The flood-proafing  demonstrations to
clevate the homes are intended o encour-
age athers to volunteer to have it done to
their homes,

The last two arcas, West Williamson and
Fairvicw, will be protected by giant flood-
walls, Unbike those in the St Paol District,
the floodwalls will be constructed of stect
shevtpiling cells, 52 fect in diamerer and
sbout 22 feet tigh. The proposed foadwall
for West Williamson will be 6,200 feet bong,
costing more than $4% million. While the
certral business district, will be protected
by a 3,904 font Hoodwall, costing about $26
milhion, Tom said.

“Overadl, the entire project s guite
wisiggue,” Yo saidd "Up river from William-
sun, the Huntinglon District plans w
steighten one loop of the river by blasting
through the mountins. The original chan.
nel vecuild then be fitled with the rocks and
soil remaoved from the mountaing, making
flat land for comstructon of homes or
businesses away from the food-plain.”

Pulaski

water andd the fowered ordinary high wiger
aark, & path has been opened for a Corpy’
project at Pulaski. The water level s now
within 18 inches of the new OFWL

With this obstacke removed, @ new
probless has appeared which will have 10
be deslt with,

Landowners downstream of the proposed
outlet have sent petitions to the DNR
opposing the project, According To the
petitions, the fandowners feet they already
hive enough water. When the Crow River
fhads, the acvess water flows into Buffalo
and Ueer fakes, floeding many of the homes
it thie ares.

However, socording to the plans deve-
foped by the Corps, water would onbe be
pumped into Boffalo Lake when the water
tevel & down,

To mwintain twe water lovel on ake
Podaski at @06 foet, water would be drained
fess than 4% duvs 2 yoar, Al said.

I the plans are approved, construction
of the outlet will begin in 128G, The total
eost of the entire project is estimared at
RN,

Shown above is one of the many homes that were surveyved in 1983 when the
water fevel was 9635 feet. Since that dme, the fake has risen alfpost four feet,
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Pumps installed; Pulaski levels go down

Project Manager Mary Schommer, Flood
Plain Management and Small Projects
Branch, points to the January 1987 high
water mark (elevation 969.2) en a gage
at Luke Pulaski in Wright County, Min-
nesota. By mid-march, pumps installed
at the lake by the district as parct of & Sec-
tion 205 Small Projects Program had
lowered the water level more than 18
inches. Purnping began in early Febraary
and is expected to continue until the level
is drawn down a total of approximately
three feet to the drawdown level set by the
Minnesota Department of Natural Be-
sources. Once that level is reached, the
pumps will be operated only when neces-
sary to maintain the lake level at an eleva-
tion of 966.

Maore than 50 houses at Lake Pulaski
have been damaged beyond repair by
water which has risen more than 17 feet
since 1941. While houses like this one
won’t be helped by the distriet’s Section
205 project at Lake Pulaski, the owners
of dogens of other Pulaski homes

Mary Schommer, project manager for
the Lake Puluski Project, stands by the
underground pump site at Griffing Park
at the edge of the lake. The iwo
underground pumps were installed in
Janusry and began pumping in early
February. More than 13 million gallons
of water & day are being pumped from
Pulaski through a new outlet pipe to

=

threatened by high water should be
resting a little easier now that the pumps
are lowering the water levels, Construc-
tion on the $1.3 million project started
last Novernber and the pumps started
operafing in February.

nearby Buffalo Lake, The federal cost of
the project was slightly more than $1
million while the local sponsor, the Lake
Pulaski Improvement Distriet, con-
tributed more than $340,000. The pumps
and electrical motors are located beneath
the concrete slabs, The electrical controls
for the pumps are located above ground
in the fenced area.



